


that might and power are no match for a positive 
attitude and a loving, compassionate spirit.

The darkness of winter and the slosh of the snow 
can get old after a while (even for Coloradans!). 
So when the cold snap gets into the single-digits 
and the wind begins to howl, when the ice on the 
windshields loses its charm and our dry skin aches 
for some warm humidity, take a step back and look 
around you. There’s a glowing light that shines 
throughout nature. There’s a glowing light that 
shines from every joyful soul. So, yes, even on the 
coldest of days, let us find solace and inspiration 
from our most beautiful world and then, once safely 
back home, into dry clothes and warmed by a hot 
drink, let us celebrate the glorious gift of life.

B’vrakhah,

Rabbi Rick Rheins

In most parts of the country a serious snow 
storm is a major headache. When we lived in New 
York, the television meteorologists would rage 
hysterically that the next storm would surely be 
the “storm of the century!” Of course, their well-
rehearsed hype more often than not was mere 
chicken-little fodder for ratings. Schools would close 
in advance of the snow and when none appeared, 
all rejoiced in the free day off (with the exception 
of some embarrassed principals). In Washington, 
DC, a mere few inches closes all government offices, 
but that’s not necessarily a bad thing. In the south, 
drivers seem incapable of understanding that snow-
slicked roads are slippery. 

I grew up in Ohio and Indiana, and a snow storm 
was considered a blessing by the kids and a curse 
by the adults. For adults, schlepping to work in the 
snow created few fond memories. But for the kids, 
snow meant cancelled classes, building snowmen, 
races with our Flexible-flyers, snowball battles, 
snow angels, and icicle pops. The industrious among 
us also trudged door-to-door to make a few bucks 
shoveling driveways and sidewalks. Good times. 
And yet, I think that it is fair to say that no one 
enjoys the snow more than the good people of 
Colorado! 

This is my eleventh winter here, and the only 
time I hear a complaint is when there isn’t enough 
snow! Naturally, the hordes of snow-sport 
enthusiasts are giddy once the white stuff starts 
to fly and stick, but even those who don’t ski or 
board or snowshoe radiate a special joy. From 
the beginning of October, we have witnessed the 
mountains growing whiter and glowing ever more 
brilliantly. I don’t care what kind of day you are 
having; a quick glance westward will surely lift your 
spirits. 

Reflecting on Coloradans’ love of snow, I’m 
struck with an analogy to the Chanukah season. 
While most of the country considers the snow 
as a burden, a slosh of cold that merely brings 
inconvenience and soggy shoes, the hearty people 
of Colorado are like the Maccabees: finding hope 
and inspiration in that which casts a bright light 
against the dark. 

In ancient Israel, our people found inspiration in 
even the smallest spark of light. It was a time of the 
year when the sun appeared for a few scant hours 
a day. It was a time in history when the Syrian-
Greeks of the Seleucid Empire tried to smother our 
faith with the darkness of their oppressive rule. 
But our ancestors remembered the lesson taught 
from generation to generation: “Not by might, nor 
by power, but by My spirit, said the Lord of Hosts” 
(Zechariah 4:6). We knew from the earliest days 
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Richard Rheins 
Senior Rabbi

From Rabbi Rheins

Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow!

Healing Service:  
Thursday, December 17 at 11:00 a.m.

For our Healing Service, we gather together 
in the sacred space of the Abrahams Family 
Chapel for prayers, meditations, and the warm 
embrace of friends to renew our sense of hope, 
strength and healing. 

The Healing Service is for those who are 
struggling with their health. 

The Healing Service is for those struggling 
with sadness and grief. 

The Healing Service is for caregivers who 
seek inspiration as they pray for the welfare of 
loved ones. All are welcome.

Lunch & Learn!
Thursdays, Noon to 1:00 p.m. 
December 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 

COME TO LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE, AND 
MEET FRIENDS
•  We’ll review ethical & moral issues in selected 
    Jewish texts
•  Discuss hot current topics
•  Debate the important issues of the day
•  Bring your Lunch! We will serve the Text and
    Topics!
  Newcomers quickly and easily fit right in!
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Ritual Column

Friday, December 4
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat
Saturday, December 5
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
Friday, December 11
5:45 p.m., Tot Shabbat
5:45 p.m., Erev Shabbat Family 

Service w/TMG and YC
Saturday, December 12
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
10:30 a.m., B/M A. Makowka

Thursday, December 17
11:00 a.m., Healing Service
Friday, December 18
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 19
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
Friday December 25
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, December 26
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan
4:00 p.m., B/M M. Frederick

Friday, January 1
7:00 p.m., Erev Shabbat Service
Saturday, January 2
9:00 a.m., Shabbat Morning Minyan

Worship Services

Does Your Child Turn 13 in 2017 or 2018?
Don’t Worry! 

B’nei Mitzvah 2017 and 2018 Date Selection Request Forms 
are still AVAILABLE!

It is never too late to have our children experience the life-affirming joy and pride of 
accomplishment by leading a service as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. Each year, around 50 students 
become Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Temple Sinai. In 2016, we already have nearly 60 students and 
2017 and 2018 are also banner years! Still, we’ll always do our best to find room for your child!

Know that our clergy work personally with each student and his/her family to help create a 
memorable celebration that will bring a lifetime of blessings. 

If you have a child who will turn 13 (or older) in 2017 or 2018 and you do not yet have a 
reserved date for a service, please call our Temple Sinai office and we’ll answer all your questions 
and help you find a date that works for your family. 

Date selection request forms also are available in the Temple Sinai office and can be mailed 
directly to you. 

B’nei Mitzvah

Megan Fredrick
December 26

Megan is the daughter of 
Randy and Mila Fredrick and 
the brother of Kevin (10) and 
Logan (9). She is a student at 
Castle Rock Middle School and 
she loves her horse, horse back 
riding and she barell races

A.J. Makowka
December 12

A.J. is the son of Merrick 
Makowka and the brother of 
Nicole Sandoval (28) and Aliya 
Lowland (16). He is a student 
at Campus Middle School and 
his hobbies include baseball, 
basketball, football, movies, 
gaming and air soft

We meet on the last Wednesday of each month 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Dec. 30 Henna House  by Naomi Eve 
January 27 The Paris Architect  by Charles Belfoure
February 24 An Officer and A Spy  by Robert Harris 
March 30  Thirteen Days in December:  The 
Dramatic Story of the Struggle for Peace  by 
Lawrence Wright 
April 27 Washing The Dead  by Michelle Brafman 
May 25  The Nightingale  by Kristin Hannah

Temple 
Sinai Book 

Group



Ritual Column

Candles are added to the chanukiyah from right to left, but are kindled 
from left to right. The newest candle is lit first. (On the Shabbat of 
Chanukah, kindle the Chanukah lights first and then the Shabbat 
candles.) 

First, light the shamash, “the helper candle.” Then use the 
shamash to light the other candles of the chanukiyah. 

  
As we light the candles, we sing:

Barukh atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh haolam, asher kideshanu 
b'mitzvotav v'tsivanu lehadlik ner shel Chanukah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who hallows us with 
mitzvot, commanding us to kindle the Chanukah lights.
   
Then we say: 

Barukh atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh haolam, she-asah nisim la-
avoteinu v'imoteinu bayamim haheim baz'man hazeh.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who performed 
wondrous deeds for our ancestors in days of old at this season.
    
On the first night we also add Shehecheyanu:

Barukh atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melekh haolam, shehecheyanu v'kiy'manu v'higianu laz'man hazeh. 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling 
us to reach this season.

The First Night of Chanukah is Sunday Evening, December 6!
“What are the rituals and origin of Chanukah?”

Chanukah  means “dedication.” About 168 BCE, Antiochus Epiphanes, the Greek ruler of Asia Minor, sought to impose Greek 
culture and idolatry upon Jews and all the other peoples he ruled. Though some Jews bent to his will and assimilated fully, most of our 
Jewish ancestors, led by the Maccabees, resisted the Greek plan and revolted against Antiochus. The war lasted some three years and is 
considered history’s first struggle for religious freedom. Despite overwhelming odds, the Judeans were successful and joyously engaged 
in the rededication (chanukah)  of their Temple on the 25th of Kislev in 165 BCE.  

The miracle of the Maccabees’ victory is commemorated annually by Jews for eight days---kindling candles, singing songs and 
exchanging gifts, offering prayers of thanksgiving and rededicating themselves to the cause of religious liberty in their Chanukah 
celebrations. Chanukah originally was developed to parallel the eight day Festival of Sukkot (which was the traditional time for 
dedicating the Temple). Over time, the eight days of Chanukah were linked by a Rabbinic midrash to a miracle of sacred oil.
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Rabbi Susan 
Rheins

In mid-October, I had the privilege of traveling to 
Israel to visit my son Sam who is studying in a semester 
abroad program at Tel Aviv University. I knew from 
our frequent texts and conversations that he was 
enjoying a fabulous experience, not only academically, 
but also by exploring the Land of Israel with his friends. 
My second night in Israel coincided with a 10 kilometer 
night run through the streets of Tel Aviv. Sam and I 
were at the starting line when Tel Aviv Mayor Ron 
Huldai welcomed the 11,000 participants whose route 
wound through the heart of the city. Vehicular traffic 
was banned from major thoroughfares hours before 
the race, and now at the run’s start Israeli border police, 
soldiers and other security personnel were stationed 
at every intersection. With great enthusiasm the 
mayor thanked everyone for attending the run and 
for not giving in to fear. (You’ll recall that, at the time, 
Israel was inundated by a spate of random stabbing 
attacks by Palestinians on Israeli civilians and soldiers. 
Hopefully by now these attacks have ceased.) The 
mayor concluded his uplifting remarks with theme of 
the event: Lo Nafsik Larutz: We will not stop running! 

The theme of the night run expresses perfectly the 
spirit of Israel. Nothing and no one will deter Israel. No 
obstacle is too great. No enemy is too powerful. No 
knife is too sharp. The State of Israel will continue to 
exist. The people of Israel will continue to live, survive 
and thrive in the Jewish homeland. 

Unfortunately, many Israelis feel isolated and 
have the impression that no one has their back, that 
no one in the world cares about them as individuals 
or as a country. We know that’s not true, but that’s 
their perception. I urge you to help me change that 
perception. Just because we don’t live in Israel doesn’t 
mean that we can’t do something. In these challenging 
times, we have to demonstrate that we care about 
Israel. How can we do this? 

•  First, be informed. Brush up on this latest 
controversy. Find out what Israelis are thinking, feeling 
and saying. Many Israeli newspapers are available 

From Rabbi Susan

online in English, so read them or watch Israeli news 
(a lot of Israeli TV channels have English subtitles). 
A great way to get up to the minute information is 
to attend an Israel program right here in our own 
community. On Thursday, December 3 at 7 PM, 
Temple Sinai will host an AIPAC (American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee) event featuring Dr. Michael Singh, 
Lane-Swig Senior Fellow and Managing Director at 
The Washington Institute for Near East Policy. His 
presentation is entitled “The U.S.-Israel Relationship: 
Rifts & Repair.” You can register for the program online 
at www.aipac.org/TempleSinai

•  Second, speak out when you hear 
misinformation about Israel. The lies promulgated by 
those bent on destroying Israel are rampant on social 
media. Leave a comment, unsubscribe from internet 
sources that spew anti-Israel propaganda, and expose 
the untruth. 

•  Third, advocate for Israel by urging Congressional 
leaders to support Israel in their legislation. They want 
to hear our opinions on foreign policy regarding Israel, 
and when they don’t hear from us, they assume we 
don’t care.

•  Finally, if you have the time and the means, go to 
Israel. You can’t imagine the positive impact when an 
Israeli hears that you came from the United States just 
because you care.

Israel needs us. We need Israel. What’s going on 
isn’t someone else’s problem. 

I was proud to be in Israel cheering on the runners 
as they raced through the streets of Tel Aviv. The 
speakers blaring music along the route didn’t compare 
to the ruach, the pumped-up enthusiasm of the 
participants and spectators who showed up en masse 
and refused to give in to fear. As they mayor said, 
we’re all in this together, V’lo Nafsik Larutz: We will 
not stop running!

Rabbi Susan Miller Rheins

Our New Neighbors - 
The Rocky Mountain Rabbinical Council Office!

Betsy Epel, the Coordinator of the Rocky Mountain Rabbinical Council (RMRC), is delighted to 
announce that the RMRC office is now located at Temple Sinai - in the Youth Lounge Wing. The RMRC 
sponsors the Intro to Judaism series that will also be moving to Temple Sinai in January. ITJ is a 28 
week series for people interested in learning more about Judaism or are considering converting. Many 
of the members of the RMRC teach for this popular community series. The RMRC also coordinates 
monthly study sessions for the Rabbinic community, sponsors AA meetings in several synagogues, 
coordinates the Board of Peers for Jewish Agency’s Executives and Rabbis and sponsors monthly 
meetings for local Rabbis and Ministers. 

For more information about any of the RMRC programs contact Betsy at 720-941-2655 or 
rmrcitj@gmail.com and www.rmrcitj.com.
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Wendy Vean
President

From The President

It is hard for me to believe that nearly half a year 
has passed since I assumed the presidency of this 
great Temple.  Membership is up, Religious School 
enrollment is on the rise, Preschool is thriving and 
programming continues to remain strong. The 
successful Kitchen Shower was enjoyed by all, Healing 
Our Youth proved quite worthwhile, and the Gary 
Rosenthal event was well-attended.  The Kesher 
remains a valuable resource for Temple events and 
programs.  In addition, our creative updated website 
at www.sinaidenver.org provides a great deal of 
information.

Since the Building Our Future High Holy Day 
Appeal began and continuing through October 31, 
we have raised $258,000. We are currently at 77% 
family participation. Thank you to all of our generous 
donors who have contributed already. Your gift honors 
our ancestors and founders, embraces our children 
and all future generations. These dollars assure the 
continuity of our Sinai community and our ability to 
serve our members in years to come with facilities 
that are modern, functional, technologically up-to-
date and energy-efficient. I ask you, if you are able to 
support your Temple Sinai community and have not 
done so already, please do so now!  We truly need 
your commitment.  If you have given and pledged over 
a five-year period, please consider paying it off early. 
Be a part of Building Our Future and commit to our 
community. THANK YOU!

Chai Lights this month highlights the remaining 
Board of Trustees for 2015-2016.                                                    

         Jennifer Feingold - Board of Trustees member. 
Jennifer is a family law attorney and mediator.  She 
is married to Lane and mother to Mira and Ben.  The 
Feingolds have been Temple members for nine years.

         Ralph Powell - Board of Trustees member.  
Ralph is the Reclamation Manager with King Soopers. 
He is married to Shirley Beer Powell. Their children are 
Nicole and Ryan, and grandchildren Penelope, Henry 
and Grayson. They have been Sinai members for over 
five years.

         Josh Zucker - Board of Trustees member. Josh 
leads the Security and Safety Committee. He is a Nurse 
Practitioner at Kaiser Permanente Complex Care Home 
Rounding Service. Josh and his wife Shanah are parents 
to Rena, Alliana, and Micah.  The Zuckers have been 
Temple Sinai members for 10 years.

         Sherri Ginsburg - Board of Trustees member.  
Sherri is the Office Manager of the Challenge School in 
the Cherry Creek School District.  She recently married 
Brett, and has two sons, Zach and Ari.  Sherri has been 
a Temple Sinai member for 10 years.

         David Frieder - Board of Trustees member.  
David is retired from construction management. He 
and his wife Rondi have two sons, Max and Noah. 
They have been Temple Sinai members for 23 years.

         Sandy Korn - Board of Trustees member.  
Sandy is an administrative assistant for the Radiation 
Oncology department at University Hospital.  She 
and her husband Mike have three children, Ben, Sarah 
and Sam.  They have been members of Temple for 20 
years.

         Jeff Weinberg - Board of Trustee member.  Jeff 
is currently retired.  He was an information technology 
project analyst.  He and his wife Michelle have two 
children, Allison and Eric.  They have been Temple Sinai 
members for 18 years.

We are blessed with fine, competent individuals on 
our Board who help to lead and guide our Temple in a 
positive and strong direction.  Thank you to the entire 
Executive Committee and Board of Trustees for your 
tireless effort in helping to make our spiritual home 
better each and every day!

My Chanukah gift to all of you are eight gifts that 
do not cost a cent.

o  THE GIFT OF LISTENING...Listen, no 
interrupting, no daydreaming and no planning your 
response. Just listen.

o  THE GIFT OF AFFECTION...Be generous 
with appropriate hugs, kisses, pats on the back and 
handholds.  Let these small actions demonstrate the 
love you have for family and friends.

o  THE GIFT OF LAUGHTER...Clip cartoons. Share 
articles and funny stories.  Your gift can say, “I love to 
laugh with you.”

o  THE GIFT OF A WRITTEN NOTE...It can be 
simple, “Thanks for the help.”  A brief, handwritten 
note may be remembered for a lifetime, and may even 
change a life.

o  THE GIFT OF A COMPLIMENT...A simple and 
sincere,  “You did a great job” or “that was a wonderful 
meal” can make someone’s day.

o  THE GIFT OF A FAVOR...Every day go out of 
your way to do something kind.

o  THE GIFT OF SOLITUDE...There are times when 
we want nothing better than to be left alone.  Be 
sensitive to those times and give the gift of solitude to 
others.

o  THE GIFT OF CHEERFUL DISPOSITION...The 
easiest way to feel good is to extend a kind word to 
someone.  Really it’s not that hard to say Hello or 
THANK YOU! 

May the lights of this festival shine brightly upon all 
of you as we approach the end of the standard calendar 
year.  I want to wish you and your family a happy 
healthy New Year!

L’Shalom,

Wendy
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From Amy Becker

Amy Becker 
Executive Director

Building Our Fortress… Protecting Our Future
Many times over recent months, I have heard people say things and asking questions that are hard to 

answer.  It involves how often we have to ask our members for money or to consider giving to the Temple.  
People comment that we are constantly “asking.”  There are dues, tuition, fees, donations, fundraisers, 
campaigns, special events and more.  Some people remind me of this list as though any of these things could 
possibly slip my mind.  It wasn’t long ago that I was beginning to feel very guilty and apprehensive about 
what is an important aspect of my job.  But then I decided I needed to change my attitude and share why 
we do what we do at Temple.  Here is why…

In our most recent history, we were challenged with daily building and maintenance issues.  If it wasn’t 
floods in the basement, pipes bursting or a roof leaking, then we had no heat in the winter, no air in 
summer, windows that wouldn’t shut, parts that couldn’t be replaced and the list goes on.  People would say 
that our old “Pitts Elementary School” was built as a fortress, but they were wrong.  The only way to save it, 
and save ourselves from hundreds of thousands of dollars in repairs, would have been to scrape it down to 
its very shell.  

Over the past 18 months we have constructed a campus that is now our new fortress, and as we all must 
do in our own homes, we become the caretakers and the managers of our possessions.  We do everything 
within our power to protect what is ours.  The staff of Temple should be seen as the caretakers of our 
beautiful fortress and everything that goes along with it.  We have a job and an obligation to protect our 
Jewish home and not just for now, but for the future.  

So yes, we are asking for dollars.  And yes, there are costs involved in many of the things we offer at 
Temple.  And yes, we will continue to offer a wide range of events at no cost.  And yes, YOU are important 
to us as we have a community here at Temple.  But everything we do here is not just about asking for more, 
it is about protecting what is OURS; all of OURS.  

 Perhaps the next time you hear about a project, a fundraiser, read something where we ask for you to 
consider…even if it seems like these things keep coming one after another…please understand that it is 
those who are the caretakers of our home who are doing everything to protect it not just for ourselves, but 
for future generations. 

Mazal Tov…
to Bernie Rogoff who was featured in the 

Denver Post in honor of his role as a US War 
Veteran and a leader of veteran causes.

to Max, Cis and Stuart Stich on the birth 
of their new daughter and sister, Sabrina.

Todah Rabbah…
to Liz Theberge for helping clean and organize 

workroom and storage areas!
to Wendy Vean and Barb Lettes for doing an 

amazing job organizing our new kitchen.
to Amy & Doug Rittenberg for donating and 

setting up the basketball hoop in the youth 
lounge.

Thank You to PEAK VIEW Behavioral Health 
for their generous donation underwriting a big 
portion of the WALKING MAN film screening. 
We would not have had the opportunity to 
offer this important program without their help. 
Peak View is a leader in behavioral health care 
and located Colorado Springs, CO. They serve 
adolescents, adults and seniors in both inpatient 
and outpatient settings. Contact them for more 
information or a free, confidential assessment at 
719-444-8484 24/7 or www.peakview.bh.com.

Cooking Classes
Wednesday, January 20 at 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 24 at 11:00 a.m.
At the Kitchen Table Cooking School, you will 

have the opportunity to gain confidence and 
mastery through the creative art of cooking. The 
Kitchen Table Cooking School has been so generous 
to donate two classes this year:

The price is only $30.00 for Temple Sinai 
Members; $35.00 for Non-Members which includes 
admission a cooking lesson and a meal to bring 
home.

Please RSVP by Wednesday, January 6 to Lisa 
Thorner at 303-759-1927 or lisa@sinaidenver.org.

There are only 20 spots, so space is limited and 
will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis.
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In the Congregation

For additional 
programming 
information or 

to RSVP, contact 
Lisa Thorner at 

303-759-1827 or 
lisa@ 

sinaidenver.org

Lisa Thorner 
Director of 

Programming 
and Volunteer 
Development

Temple Sinai is pleased to offer the Lifelong Jewish Learning lecture 
series as a gift to the community.  No reservations are required and you may 
attend any or all sessions.  The series takes place on Wednesday nights from 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 
December 2
Elizabeth Karlsgodt, Associate Professor of History, University of Denver
Reclaiming Art Looted by the Nazis

The recent film, Woman in Gold, described one Jewish woman’s victorious recovery of a famous 
portrait the Nazis stole from her uncle in 1938. That was far from an isolated incident as Holocaust 
survivors and victims’ relatives continue to search for their family art collections.  

Karlsgodt, an expert in art restitution, will talk about the frustration in trying to get cooperation 
from countries, museums and collectors who benefited from the Nazi-looted art, and the quest for 
justice.  “It’s hard to know for sure, but at least 100,000 artworks confiscated by the Nazis have not 
been returned to their rightful owners,” says Karlsgodt. 

The second semester for Lifelong Jewish Learning will begin on February 3.  Stay tuned for another 
outstanding line up of speakers.

If You Build It They Will Come
Temple Sinai Annual Event

Save-the-Date – May 14, 2016
Temple Sinai

We are pleased to announce that our upcoming Annual Event on Saturday, May 14, 2016 will 
take place at Temple Sinai. This year’s outstanding event will be chaired by Evelinda Urman and 
our honorees are the members of the Building Committee who have spent their time and energy 
over the past four years in overseeing the expansion and renovation of our synagogue.

This is our one major fundraising event for Temple Sinai during the year. In addition to the 
dinner, we will have a fabulous silent auction with many amazing items, delicious food, an open 
bar and amazing entertainment. This year, we are bringing in David and Leeman, Award-Winning 
comedy magicians from Los Angeles. They have been lauded as “Miraculous” by L.A. WEEKLY, 
“Incredible” by L.A. EXAMINER, and a “Laugh Riot” by TOLUCAN TIMES. 

On the most recent season of NBC’s America’s Got Talent, the comedy duo finished as one of 
the Top-12 Finalists. AGT judge and funny man, Howie Mandel, said David and Leeman are great 
magicians, but the fact that they are comedians is what makes them so entertaining. They have 
made appearances on the NBC Today Show with anchor Lester Holt, and mostly recently they 
sat down with Queen Latifah to chat and perform a strange quantum experiment on The Queen 
Latifah Show.

We will also have a live auction with five to six major items. Finally, there will be many 
opportunities for sponsorship and to pay tribute to our honorees in our Event Journal.

In the upcoming weeks, we will be reaching out to our congregational families for their help 
with donations of silent auction items.  We hope that you will attend this amazing evening when 
tickets go on sale so that you can experience what this evening has to offer. 

Please mark your calendar for Saturday, May 14, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at Temple Sinai.
For additional information, contact Lisa Thorner, Program Director at lisa@sinaidenver.org or 

303-759-1827.
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Set your legacy in stone and 
show your pride in our amazing 
community by purchasing a 
personalized, engraved brick 
that will be beautifully  
displayed outside our main 
building, seen for years to come. 

The inscriptions you choose can be as simple as your name(s) or it 
can commemorate a life-cycle event, honor the memory of a loved 
one, honor parents, friends, a special birthday or 
anniversary--whatever is meaningful to you.  We want to give every 
member an opportunity to be a part of this special project that will 
be a permanent testament of our commitment to the future of 
Temple Sinai and the Jewish people. Bricks will be available for 
purchase beginning September 1, 2015.  Examples :      
                                 
We love Temple Sinai Mazel Tov Hannah  In Memory of
The Jones Family   On Your Bat Mitzvah Arnold Singer z"l
 Jon and Kim   The Goldberg Family Beloved Father
 
Please return this form along with a check payable to Temple Sinai to the 
Temple office or purchase on-line at www.sinaidenver.org/brickproject.
 
Name _________________________________________________________ __
 
Brick Size:   4x8      $125.00__________   8x8      $250.00 __________
 
Address __________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip  ____________________________________________________

Phone  ___________________________         Email ________________________
 
Name on Card:  ___________________________________________________
 
Credit Card No.  ___________________________________________________
 
Exp. Date _____________________   Security Code _____________________
 
Please enter wording exactly as you would like it to appear on your brick 
(20 character maximum per line-including spaces).
 
1.         ______________________________________________________________
 
2.         ______________________________________________________________

3.         ______________________________________________________________

4.         ______________________________________________________________
 
5.         ______________________________________________________________

6.         ______________________________________________________________
 
 For additional information, please contact Amy Rittenberg at 
amy.rittenberg@comcast.net  or Lisa Thorner at lisa@sinaidenver.org or 
(303) 759-1827.

Friday Lunch Club at 
Dazzle Jazz! 

Friday, December 4
Encore members will head to Dazzle Jazz to 

enjoy an afternoon of jazz, food and friends. Jazz 
runs from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. It is FREE, and the 
only cost is the cost of your food. 

SAVE THE DATE
New Member Dinner

Friday, February 26
5:45 p.m. – Service

Dinner Following Service
As a new member of Temple Sinai during 

2015, we want to make sure that you know 
about the wonderful programs that Temple Sinai 
offers.

One important event for all new members is 
our annual New Member Dinner scheduled for 
Friday, February 26 at Temple Sinai. There will be 
a special service at 5:45 p.m., honoring all of you, 
followed by dinner and special programming.  
Please mark your calendars and plan to bring 
your families. During the dinner, there will be 
supervised activities for children of all ages.

Dinner is free of charge to new members and 
will give you an opportunity to meet members 
of the Board of Trustees, Temple staff and other 
members of Temple Sinai – both old and new. 
Please watch for your invitation to this fun-filled 
evening.

For additional information, contact Lisa 
Thorner, Program Director at 303-759-1827.

Welcome to Our 
New Members!

Leah & Mel Rodie
 

Melinda & Eric Bochner
Aliza (11) Eva (9) Mariel (6)

 
Linda & Gary Feldman



Religious School News

Our Youth

Michelle Schwartz 
Director of 

Religious School 
Education
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I was fortunate enough to be able to attend the URJ Biennial at the beginning of November and I 
wanted to share a few highlights of the experience with all of you.  

•  I was overwhelmed and thrilled to have been present when the members of the URJ accepted 
a resolution that is inclusive of all of our members. The policy calls on Reform congregations, and 
organizations like camps and schools, to welcome people of all gender identities and refer to them by 
their chosen names, genders and pronouns, to provide gender-neutral restrooms where possible, and 
to work with transgender rights groups “to spread awareness and increase knowledge of issues related 
to gender identity,” possibly including “cultural competency training” for religious school employees.  
It also calls for changing to gender-neutral language, even if it means altering the wording of 
traditional prayers, though in reality, Reform Judaism has been making such changes for years. The 
resolution also urges governments to adopt transgender rights measures.

I was proud to be a voting delegate representing Temple Sinai and allowing my voice to be joined 
with thousands of others as this resolution was passed unanimously.   

•  I tried to divide my time at Biennial by attending sessions that will help me grow both personally 
and professionally. I had the opportunity to learn from some of the Professors at Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion and some of the innovators in the Reform Movement.  It is always 
humbling to be in a room of scholars and educators who have made it their life-long mission to 
continually educate others. In addition, I was able to pick up a few tips for parenting a tween and how 
to teach your children a life of Tzedakah.

•  I discovered that we are doing an amazing job at Temple Sinai!  Many of the sessions I attended 
on Religious Schools demonstrated new and changing curricula as well as approaches toward 
Jewish Education.  We are already doing so much of what the Reform Movement is encouraging its 
congregations to work toward. I came back with some fantastic ideas but also filled with a sense of 
pride in the incredible work we already have under way.

I hope you will spend some time looking at the URJ website. We are part of a huge network of 
clergy, educators, Jewish professionals and lay leaders. The URJ is working hard to get their offerings 
into the hands of all of its members of Reform congregations worldwide. There is great material for 
parents, students, beginners and advanced learners all in one place.  Check it out at www.URJ.org!

THE TEMPLE  SINAI  LEARNING  CENTER  IS  HAVING  A  BOOK  FAIR!
 December 2 – 9

BOOKS  FOR  ALL  AGES!  GREAT  GIFTS  FOR  CHANUKAH!
The book fair will be available during Preschool & Religious School 

hours in the multi-purpose room of the Learning Center!
 



Preschool News
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Our Youth

FALL 2016 REGISTRATION 
COMING SOON!

Registration for Temple Sinai Preschool 
Fall 2016 will be available in January!  Please 
contact the Preschool Office by calling 
303-759-0755 or by visiting our website 
www.sinaidenver.org for more information.

Here at Temple Sinai Preschool one of our favorite celebrations is Shabbat. We begin learning 
about Shabbat in the toddler rooms with the children becoming familiar with the symbols of Shabbat, 
saying “Shabbat Shalom” and beginning to learn the blessings.  As the children get older, they will 
continue learning the blessings, what the blessings mean, what it means to be thankful, talking about 
compassion and empathy through giving tzedakah. Students also learn about helping those in need, 
by giving and performing a good deed (mitzvah). Our goal is to engage all families in our holiday 
traditions and experiences here at Temple Sinai.  Shabbat, being our most important and frequently 
occurring holiday, provides us a multitude of opportunities to partner with our families. One tradition 
at Temple Sinai has been the ritual of inviting families to be “Shabbat guests.”  We all enjoy Shabbat 
every Friday in our multi-purpose room with clergy, invited guests and other Temple staff as one big 
school family!  Enjoy these pictures of us celebrating Shabbat!

Debbie Kohn
Interm Preschool 

Director



TSYG (9th-12th Grade) 
Upcoming Programs 
Mountain Weekend 
December 18-20 
Come spend a weekend away with 
TSYG in the mountains. We’ll be 
celebrating Shabbat together and doing awesome 
activities, both outdoors in the snow and inside by 
the fire! 

TSYG Chanukah Lounge Night 
Wednesday, December 2 
6:00-8:00 pm 
Take a break from homework, grab a bite, and hang 
out with your friends! 

“Pizza in the Lounge” 
6th-12th graders, come hang out, eat 
dinner, catch up with friends and play 
in the Youth Lounge from 5:30-6:15 
pm. The cost is only $5! Buy a Pizza 
Punch Card online and get one night 
for FREE! 

Dates: 12/07, 1/11, 2/08, 3/14, 4/11 

Sinai Connections (Post-High School)
Winter Break Lunch 
Monday, December 28 
1:00 pm at Old Chicago (Colorado and Louisiana) 
We miss all of our TSYG alum! Join us for our 
annual Winter Break lunch, catch up with friends 
(TSYG alum & current high school seniors). It’s 
FREE! RSVP to Julia by Friday, December 25. 

JYG (6th-8th Grade) 
Upcoming Programs 
Traveling Circus 
Sunday, December 20 
Traveling Circus brings 
unbelievable crafts right to our 
door! Enjoy lunch with your 
friends while creating unique pieces of art! 

Ruach (3rd-5th Grade) 
Upcoming Programs: 
Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, December 13 
Join Ruach for an afternoon of 
giving! We will have amazing 
community service projects 
that will give back to our 
Denver community! 

Meretz (K-2nd Grade) 
Upcoming Programs: 
Mitzvah Day 
Sunday, December 13 
Join Meretz for an afternoon of 
giving! We will have amazing 
community service projects 
that will give back to our 
Denver community! 

Emails & More Information 
Send Julia an email with your child’s name and 

grade and you will be added to the email list to get 
Youth Group updates. ALSO! Check out our 

Facebook page for updates… 
www.facebook.com/TempleSinaiYouthPrograms 

A CLOSER LOOK! 
Check out Sivan’s experiences, so far, in Colorado and with Temple Sinai…. 

Sivan Nabati, 18 years old 
My name is Sivan, and I’m 18 years old and I’m from Israel. I’m in a program called “A Year of Service," 

which means that I graduated high school last year and I postponed my army service 
for a year. At the end of the year, after working at Shwayder Camp, I will go back to 
Israel and join the army. JEWISHcolorado brought me to work with Jewish kids, ages  
3-18, in Denver and Boulder, including Temple Sinai. At Temple Sinai, I work in the 
Religious School every other month, Confirmation on Monday nights, and with the 
youth groups. I talk and teach about Israel’s culture, geography, religions and more! 
My favorite part is making friends with the kids and teens. I really like learning about 
how Judaism and Israel play such a big role in their lives. I want to thank you for the 
warm welcome I received when I arrived, and for having me here! I don’t take it for 
granted.     

12

Julia Teitell 
Director of Youth 

Engagement

Parent Volunteers
Want to get 

involved in our 
Youth Group 
community? 

Want to help out 
with programs or 
behind-the-scenes 

work? Contact 
Julia Teitell at 

julia@sinaidenver.
org or  

303-759-1827.

Our Youth

Youth Programs

Emails & More Information
Send Julia an email with your child’s name and 
grade and you will be added to the email list to 

get Youth Group updates.  ALSO! Check out our 
Facebook page for updates… 

www.facebook.com/TempleSinaiYouthPrograms

Check out the Sivan’s experiences, so far, in Colorado and with Temple Sinai….
A CLOSER LOOK!
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Contributions

Donations
can be made 

online at 
website: www.
SinaiDenver.org

Building Maintenance Fund
  Tim & Debra Ohno
In Memory of
Paul Heinrich David & Elizabeth Poppers
Bessie Stahl Sherwin & Alice Littman
Eugene Rosenthall Louis & Andrea Rosenthall

Thinking of
Stan Kerstein Louis & Andrea Rosenthall

Building Our Future Fund
  Mike & Sandy Korn
  David & Elizabeth Poppers
  Doug & Fern Erickson
  The Aaron or Peggy Selber   

    Foundation, Inc.
  Charles Shom
  Mark & Barbara Lettes
  Eileen Gertz
  Rita Kelly
  Lewis Sapiro
  Daniel & Susan Rich
  Dr. Eric & Rene Malden
  Gary & Lin Sunshine
  Thomas & Barbara Trager
  Irwin & Ina Dickstein
  Estelle Meskin
  Jon & Jody Stacks
In Honor of
Susan Epstein’s Birthday Grace Bach
Marshall & Helene Abrahams Grace Bach
Dr. Jean Guthery Grace Bach
Rabbis Rick & Susan Rheins Grace Bach
Marshall & Helene Abrahams David & Cynthia Bershof
Allan Markman for his dedication as 
   a JFS Para-Chaplain Lois Grayck
Sam Fruitman becoming a Bar Mitzvah Eugene & Bunny Cole
Allan & Helena Striker Donald & Henny Kaufmann
Concert to be given by 
   Cantor Sheila Nesis Allan & Helena Striker
Joe & Susan Epstein’s new grandson, 
   David Michael & Karen Kaplan
Wedding of Becca Culbertson & 
   Jim Fogg Michael & Karen Kaplan
In Memory of
Francine Anzman Pitts Joseph Anzman
Mary Aronson Roy & Eileen Parker
Yetta Siegelbaum Beatrice Botkin
June Stool Earl & Shirley Keil
Martin DeYoung Gerald & Natalie Lassow
Dorothy Shafer Byron & Evelyn Shafer
Bobbie Sacks Carl & Penny Newmark
Aaron Cole & Judy Manoil Eugene & Bunny Cole
Morton Solomon Lorraine Solomon
Lenny Rifkin Bernard & Shana Katz
Shirley Reissner Dr. Marc & Susan Reissner
Ephriam Mogolov Larry & Cindy Mogolov
Stanley Levine & Ralph Pizer Tracey & Ellen McVicker
Alvin Steinberg Dr. Stan & Susan Kerstein
Herman & Phyllis Beal Lawrence Beal & Dorothy Oster
Alan Fisch Michael & Karen Kaplan
Thinking of
Dr. Stan Kerstein Jack & Marilyn Kiner

Cantor Nesis Discretionary Fund
In Honor of
Naming of Alexis Sapphire Krueger Daniel & Ange Krueger
Cantor Sheila Nesis The Weinraub Family
Cantor Sheila Nesis Joyce Meltzer
Julie Chapman & Sharon Sagel Joyce Meltzer
In Memory of
Harvey Milzer Eugene & Lee Kay

Gifts & Contributions
Cemetery Beautiful Fund
In Memory of
Oscar Morris George & Florence Steinberg

Cohen Family B’nei Mitzvah Book Fund
In Honor of
Jeff Cohen’s birthday Paul & Sandy Jeffery

Doron Abosch Memorial Fund
In Memory of
Doron Scott Abosch David & Irene Abosch

Eber Cultural Arts Fund
In Honor of
Ben Eber Lois Grayck

General Fund
  Stuart & Jill Bombel
In Appreciation of
Temple’s kindness to neighbor 
   Elizabeth DeTine Pamela DeTine-Calder
In Honor of
Marriage of Elizabeth Sunshine 
   and Avi Knoll Joan Winn & Rick Ball
Allan Markman Richard, Patricia, Jessica & David   

    Strouse
Rabbis Rick & Susan Rheins Michael & Geegee Brunschwig
In Memory of
Fred Condiotte & Harry Condiotte Gail Condiotte
Isadore Sorkin Dr. Marc & Laurie Sorkin
Lena & Joe Susman and Sam Susman Michael & Geegee Brunschwig
Sonia “Sonni” Jacobs Dr. Herbert & Betty Jacobs
Jess Kortz Mark & Pearle Rae Levey
Thinking of
Bill Krems Norma Goldblatt

Ida & Max Fogel Youth & Adult Library Fund
In Memory of
Rachel Gilad, Orville “Jeff” Andrews 
   and Susan Fain Debra Webster

Ilene Shiroff Memorial Fund
In Memory of
Charlene Sachter Joe & Marlynn Silver

 Jewish Education Fund
In Memory of
Adele Lasersohn Richard & Anita Fricklas

Joseph H. Sigman Youth Scholarship Fund
In Memory of
Esther Lerner Donald & Virginia Freedberg

Julius & Helen Ring Israel Teen Scholarship Fund
  David & Marilyn Flemming
In Honor of
Liz Sunshine & Avi Knoll Wedding Stephen Foley, Susan & Andrew   

 Briss
Rabbis Rick & Susan Rheins, Cantor 
   Nesis & Linda Leonard Dr. Jean Guthery
In Memory of
Ted Weinstein Stephen & Sherri Weinstein
Charlene Sachter Stephen Foley, Susan & Andrew   

 Briss
Jerome Gottlieb Dr. Mel & Roberta Klein
Thinking of
Rich Nadler Dr. Ed & Debby Rosenfeld

Lew Rosenberg Camp Fund
In Honor of
Yom Kippur Aliyah Norman & Brenda Sheldon

Marilyn Tobin Memorial Flower Fund
In Memory of
Lou Gotlieb Jerome & Dorothy Gotlieb

If you have been to Temple 
recently, you probably noticed 
the massive amount of 
fencing all along Hampden 
and the west side of the parking lot. This feels like a huge milestone--
there's no going back now! The contract with JHL Construction and 
the loan documents have all been signed and permits are in the works. 
The construction trailer was delivered and they will now start prepping the area.

We will be posting pictures and updates regularly on our Facebook page as the project progresses. If you "Like" us, 
you will get the most up-to-date information. 

Go to: https://www.facebook.com/SinaiDenver or use this QR code: 

Please note that access to Temple from Hampden will be closed for the duration of the project. Please enter from 
Glencoe Street. 

We would NOT have reached this time if we did not have such a generous, supportive congregation.  On behalf of the 
Board, the BOF Committee and the Staff, we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
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Contributions

MusicFund
In Honor of
Linda Leonard Lois Grayck
Hugh Miles’ Special Birthday Marcia Wolf & Byron Chappelle
In Memory of
Charlotte Pratt Dr. Philip & Barbara Yarnell

Preschool Underwriting Fund
  Dr. Ed & Debby Rosenfeld
In Memory of
George Rosenthal Wayne & Sheila Lepkin

Rabbi Richard Rheins Discretionary Fund
  Dr. Eric & Rene Malden
In Honor of
Marriage of Todd Charski to 
   Rachel McNeill Charski Mr. & Mrs. Abe Charski
Rabbi Rick Rheins Lois Grayck
Rabbi Rick Rheins The Weinraub Family
In Memory of
Harvey Milzer Dick & Naomi Wisott
Miriam Hoffman Mark & Hanna Shaner & Family
Miriam Hoffman Bruce & Amy Karpas
Jill Glass Bart & Barb Valls
Marian Hirschberg James & Lisa Thompson
Donald Sloane Hyla Sloane & Family
Libbie Lader Vicki Cramer
Lillian B Tucker Morris & Helen Ginsburg
Grace Brenner Margie Kane / Party Papers
Joyce Kalisher Josh & Margie Kane
Sidney Stillman Noreen Stillman
Lillian Tucker Noreen Stillman
Ruchille “Rookie” Farber John & Lori Spanbauer

Rabbi Susan Rheins Discretionary Fund
  Jay & Dr. Sheryl Skolnick
In Honor of
Women’s Spiritual Enrichment Group Mark & Barbara Lettes
Women’s Spiritual Enrichment Group Wendy Vean
Women’s Spiritual Enrichment Group Andrew & Evy Snyder
Women’s Spiritual Enrichment Group Mark & Bobbi Kramer
Torah Study Group Wendy Vean
Torah Study Group Wende Yellin
Torah Study Group Suzan Markman
Torah Study Group Sandy Korn
Torah Study Group Cindy Mogolov
Torah Study Group Lori Spanbauer
Torah Study Group Barbara Lettes
Torah Study Group Lin Sunshine
Rabbi Susan Rheins The Weinraub Family
Rabbi Susan Rheins Richard, Patricia, Jessica & David 
     Strouse
In Memory of
Miriam Hoffman Mark & Hanna Shaner & Family
Arnold Weil Ken & Barbara Laff
Miriam Hoffman Bruce & Amy Karpas
Anita & Abraham Dubin The Dell’Acqua Family

Rabbi Zwerin Discretionary Fund
In Memory of
Lillian B Tucker Morris & Helen Ginsburg

Robin’s World Playground Fund
In Honor of
Nancy Nowak Richard & Anita Fricklas 

Sisterhood Fund
In Memory of
Ruth Horwitz Devra Perch

Temple’s Choice
In Memory of
Aaron Golub Eleanor Golub
Benjamin Dembling David & Joyce Spiegler

We Care/Social Action Fund
In Memory of
Jay Steiner Peter & Sally Nadel

In Memoriam
Alan Fisch, Father of Aaron (Marla Roth) Fisch, 
Grandfather of Abigayle & Jason Fisch
Harold Steppler, Father of Dianne Aubermann
Easton Brodsky, Father of Amy (Frank) 
Borman, Grandfather of George & Elliot 
Borman
Simeon Gershman, Father of Harriett 
Gershman
Hyman Goren, Loving Partner of Phyllis 
Goodman
Sheila Ross, Wife of Allen Ross
Arthur Karshmer, brother of Bernard (Marcia) 
Karshmer 

A fabulous new Social Connections group 
is being formed at Temple Sinai for single 
men and women 55 years and older.  Please 
call Gayle Glucksman at 303-908-0455  for 
additional information.

Attention Guys and Gals: Are you single and 
55 or older? Tired of surfing the internet to meet 
a companion or significant other? Come to the 
Book of Sinai at Temple Sinai and have a more 
personalized approach! For more information, 
please call Gayle at 303-908-0455.

KNITTING FOR CHARITY
at Temple Sinai

December 11 at 10:00 a.m.

No RSVP needed and all are welcome! For 
more information, contact Suzan Markman 
smarkman@comcast.net.



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday SaturdaySunday
1 2

 � 6:00pm TSYG Chanukah  
 Lounge Night

 � 6:30pm Lifelong Jewish   
 Learning -   
 Reclaiming Art   
 Looted by the   
 Nazis

8
 � CHANUKAH

9
 � CHANUKAH
 � Preschool Class Chanukah 

Parties

10
 � CHANUKAH
 � 12:00pm Lunch & Learn
 � Preschool Class 

Chanukah Parties

12
 � CHANUKAH
 � 9:00am Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:00am Rosh Hodesh
 � 10:30am B/M A. Makowka
 � 10:30am Torah Study

14 15 16
 � 6:00pm Bible, Beers &   

 Brotherhood

17
 � 11:00am Healing Service
 � 12:00pm Lunch & Learn
 � 6:30pm Board of Trustees  

 Meeting

19
 � 8:00am PaRDeS   

 Meditation
 � 9:00am Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am Torah Study

6
 � EREV CHANUKAH
 � 9:05am Rabbi Rheins 

Talmud Part II Class
 � 9:00am Religious School
 � 9:45am Modern Israeli   

 Hebrew Class

20
 � 9:05am Rabbi Rheins   

 Talmud Part II
 � 10:45am Modern Israeli   

 Hebrew
 � 12:00pm Youth Choir   

 Rehearsal
 � 12:30pm JYG

26
 � 9:00am Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am Torah Study
 � 4:30pm B/M M. Frederick

22 23 24
 � 12:00pm Lunch & Learn

25
 � Christmas Day-Offices 

Closed
 � 7:00pm Erev Shabbat   

 Service

18
 � TSYG Mountain Weekend 

Dec 18 @ 4:00pm-Dec 20 
@ 12:00pm

 � 7:00pm Erev Shabbat   
 Service

27 28
 � Preschool Closed and   

Religious School
 � 1:00pm Sinai   

 Connections   
 Lunch @ Old   
 Chicago

29 30
 � 11:00am Book Club

31
 � 12:00pm Lunch & Learn

11
 � CHANUKAH
 � 5:45pm Tot Shabbat
 � 5:45pm Erev Shabbat   

 Family Service   
 w/TMG and YC

 � 6:30pm Congregational   
 Chanukah   
 Dinner

7
 � CHANUKAH
 � 5:00pm TMG Rehearsal
 � 5:30pm YG Pizza in the   

 Lounge
 � 6:15pm Religious School

4
 � 11:00am Encore - Dazzle  

 Jazz
 � 6:00pm YAD Family   

 Shabbat
 � 7:00pm Erev Shabbat   

 Family Service

5
 � 8:00am PaRDeS   

 Meditation
 � 9:00am Shabbat Morning  

 Minyan
 � 10:30am Torah Study

3
 � 12:00pm Lunch & Learn

13
 � CHANUKAH
 � 9:00am Religious School
 � 9:30am Jewish War   

 Veterans
 � 10:00am Knitting for   

 Charity
 � 12:00pm Meretz and   

 Ruach

21

December
 � Religious School
 � Programming
 � Meeting
 � Preschool

 � Service
 � Youth
 � Holiday

 � Preschool and Religious School Closed

 � Preschool and Religious School Closed

 � Temple Sinai Learning Center’s Monster Book Fair

 � Temple Sinai Learning Center’s Monster Book Fair
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Staff & Board Making a Big Difference with Year-End Giving  
As a beloved member of Temple Sinai, you know that we are a spiritual, educational, social, 

and cultural home to thousands of Jews, young and old. Your financial gifts are vital and blessed 
acts that ensure the well-being and sustainability of Temple Sinai and modern Judaism. 

In making your plans for year-end tax-deductible contributions, we hope you will consider 
a donation to Building Our Future. There are many tax-effective strategies for making 
contributions and we suggest that you consult your tax advisor

The Colorado Child Care Contribution Tax Credit allows any state taxpayer a 50% state 
income tax credit for donations that promote childcare. 80% of all gifts to the Building 
Our Future are eligible for this credit and are in addition to your regular state and federal 
contribution deductions.

Tax Savings Example for a Gift of $1,000
Donation:      $1,000
Qualifying Donation (80% of total):   $800
Tax Credit Available (50% of Qualifying Donation):  $400
It is easy! Just send in your donation, designated to Building Our Future, and we will send 

you the Child Care Contribution Tax Credit Certification (DR 1317) certifying your child care 
contribution. 

Donating Appreciated Stock
Please also consider donating appreciated stock from your investment portfolio instead of 

cash. Your tax benefits from the donation can be increased and the Temple will be just as happy 
to receive stock. Here’s an example: 

You paid $1,000 for 200 shares of XYZ stock that is currently worth $10,000–the stock 
increased in value from $5 to $50 per share. 

• If you sell the stock:
 o  You will pay $1,350 in tax ($9,000 gain times a 15% long-term capital gains tax 
                 rate), 
                 leaving you  $8,650 to contribute. 
• If you give the shares to Building Our Future: 
 o  You will get a tax deduction for the full $10,000 (the fair market value).
 o  Temple gets $10,000 instead of $8,650.
 o  There are NO capital gains taxes due. 
 o  AND 80% of the $10,000 donation qualifies for the Child Care Contribution Tax 
                 Credit!
You and the Temple win! If you would like to make a stock donation, it is really simple. Let 

us know and we will send you instructions for your financial institution. 
For more information about making a donation to Building Our Future, please contact 

Cindy Abramson at cindy@sinaidenver.org  or 303-759-1827. 


